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I am cordially inviting you to sponsor and attend the fifth annual Rite of Joy Conference. We are thrilled to host the 
only Black/African American-centric peer-run mental wellness and arts conference in the nation, but we need your 
help to make it happen! 

The Black/African American community is in a mental health crisis. According to SAMHSA’s 2018 survey on 
Mental Health: 
 Sixteen percent (4.8 million) of Black and African American people reported having a mental illness, and 22.4 

percent of those (1.1 million people) reported a serious mental illness over the past year. 
 Serious mental illness (SMI) rose among all ages of Black and African American people between 2008 and 2018. 
 Despite rates being less than the overall U.S. population, major depressive episodes increased from 9 percent-10.3 

percent in Black and African American youth ages 12-17, 6.1 percent to 9.4 percent in young adults 18-25, and 5.7 
percent to 6.3 percent in the 26-49 age range between 2015 and 2018. 

Some of the things that perpetuate these issues are: 
 Lack of culturally competent providers from diverse racial/ethnic backgrounds 
 Stigma associated with mental illness 
 Distrust of the healthcare system 
 Lack of providers from diverse racial/ethnic backgrounds 

In the words of civil rights activist Fannie Lou Hamer, “Nobody’s free, till everybody’s free.” Although Rite of Joy’s 
focus is serving Black/African Americans, learning how to address this crisis in an impactful way is a mandate for 
everyone. 

The long-term goal of this conference is a sustainable systemic change creating culturally competent care and 
providers who understand multiple modalities to wellness for our communities, however we cannot reach this goal 
without you. Sponsoring this conference is one easy step your organization can take to help decrease disparities in 
access to mental health care for the Black Community. 

Sincerely, 

SHERI HALL 
Executive Director 
director@poetryforpersonalpower.org 

A letter from the 

mailto:director@poetryforpersonalpower.org


ABOUT US
Arthropy, formerly known as Poetry for Personal Power, is a Kansas City-based organization dedicated to using art 
as a tool for trauma and resilience. Founded in 2009, Arthropy's mission is to demonstrate that emotional distress can 
be temporary and transformative. Supported by the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA), Arthropy is the largest recovery movement organization in the United States, focusing on mental health, 
trauma, and substance abuse recovery through three key programs: career development for artists, award-winning 
healthcare messaging, and peer support modeled after New York’s Peer Bridgers.

Arthropy's initiatives emphasize consumer leadership, enhance skills related to recovery and trauma-informed care, Arthropy's initiatives emphasize consumer leadership, enhance skills related to recovery and trauma-informed care, 
and foster consumer participation in treatment organizations. By working across Missouri, Colorado, and Illinois, 
Arthropy collaborates with community groups to adapt to evolving mental health care needs, reduce behavioral health 
stigma, and increase community capacity to prevent mental health crises. The organization’s efforts help treatment 
organizations deliver person-centered services, with the consumer's voice integral to their approach.



Sponsorship Opportunities
The amazing portfolio of programming associated with Rite of Joy provides a variety of ways for interested 
organizations and individuals to show their support.

Join a community of dedicated mental health professionals 
and researchers working to support the Black/African 
American community. As a sponsor, you'll align your 
brand with impactful programming and a highly engaged 
audience.

Unable to attend the events, or just interested in making a 
direct impact without the perks? Make a one-time gift of 
any amount and support the mission of Arthropy and its 
programming.

Sponsor the Rite of Joy 
Conference

One-Time Gift



Be a Rite of Joy Sponsor!
Thank you for considering becoming a sponsor of Rite of Joy! By supporting our mental health and art wellness 
conference centering Black / African American people, you are helping to create a space of healing, empowerment, 
and joy. Together, we can make a difference in the lives of individuals and communities, promoting mental well-being 
and celebrating the transformative power of art. Join us on this meaningful journey by becoming a sponsor today!

Admission for 4
Large logo/Name in online conference program.
Video promo on website.
Full-page ad in online conference program.
Logo/Name on conference website.
Name recognition/announcement at conference opening ceremony.
Information/Brochure in attendee conference bags.Information/Brochure in attendee conference bags.

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
DIAMOND $25,000

Admission for 3
Large logo/Name in online conference program.
Half-page ad in online conference program.
Logo/Name on conference website.
Name recognition/announcement at conference opening ceremony.
Information/Brochure in attendee conference bags.

PLATINUM $10,000

Admission for 2
Large logo/Name in online conference program.
Quarter-page ad in online conference program.
Logo/Name on conference website.
Name recognition/announcement at conference opening ceremony.

GOLDEN $7,500

Logo/Name in online conference program.
Logo/Name on conference website.
Name recognition/announcement at conference opening ceremony.

SILVER 5,000

Logo/Name in online conference program.
Logo/Name on conference website.
Name recognition/announcement at conference opening ceremony.

BRONZE $2,500

Name in online conference program.
Name/Thank you on conference website.

PEER SUPPORTER $1,000



Want to support Mental Wellness in the Black/African American community, but your gift doesn’t fit one of these 
options?  Awesome! Every dollar counts towards the success of this event and the wellness and liberation of melanated 
people.  

CUSTOM PREMIER OPPORTUNITIES

ACCESSIBILITY AMBASSADOR ($15,000)  
By ensuring all audience members can enjoy conference content equally, your brand will be recognized as an 
accessibility ambassador.  This contribution would ensure that ASL interpreters are available during all plenary sessions 
and special conference events, closed captioning is available during recordings and other accessibility accommodations.

PLENARY SPONSORSHIPS ($15,000) 
The Rite of Joy is full of plenaries that feature clinicians, peers, panels, and artists offering rich and insightful The Rite of Joy is full of plenaries that feature clinicians, peers, panels, and artists offering rich and insightful 
information that attendees take back into their communities of practice.

POETRY SLAM ($10,000) 
Your brand will be recognized as the exclusive Rite of Joy Poetry Slam Sponsor. This slam offers a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
place prize and attracts artists from all over the nation to compete for a top prize of $1500. You would ensure each 
competitor is welcomed and comfortable in the space with a stocked green room.  

VIRTUAL AMBASSADOR ($15,000) 
Your brand will be exclusively recognized for making the conference content available online in real-time.Your brand will be exclusively recognized for making the conference content available online in real-time.

WELLNESS NETWORKING NIGHT ($10,000) 
Promote attendee wellness, self-care, and relaxation by sponsoring the Wellness Networking Night Event and related 
activities. This is the night before the conference’s main events happen and provides participants with the care necessary 
to approach the tough topics and work ahead.

PROMOTIONAL ITEM IN TOTE BAG ($1,000) 
All attendees receive a complimentary tote bag full of helpful resources and fun promotional items. A limited number of All attendees receive a complimentary tote bag full of helpful resources and fun promotional items. A limited number of 
opportunities to include an item are available.

Uncomfortable with making online donations? We understand. We also accept checks 
and cash donations. Please write checks to Arthropy and mail them to PO Box 300440, 
Kansas City, MO 64130. Or contact info@poetryforpersonalpower.org / 816-388-0788 
to arrange pick-up.

Want to support Mental Wellness in the Black/African American community, but your gift doesn’t fit one of these 
options? Awesome! Every dollar counts towards the success of this event and the wellness and liberation of melanated 
people. 

OTHER



Rite of Joy Conference Sponsorship
Sponsor Organization (Required)

Name as it should appear in promo materials

Email (Required)

Billing Address

Street Address

Address Line 2

City State / Province / Region

Sponsor Contact Name (Required)

First Last

ZIP / Postal Code

Sponsorship Level (Required)

Country

For more information, contact:
Sheri Hall
Executive Director
Arthropy
director@poetryforpersonalpower.org

Visit 
Arthropy.com/RiteOfJoyConference

Poetry For Power
Stamp
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